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PUBLIC HEARING
MONDAY, APRIL 10, 2017
6:30 P.M.

Roll Call

Dave Buchewicz presiding. Board members Walt Sackinsky and
Ed Snee were present. Also in attendance were: Karen Fosbaugh,
Township Manager; Chief Dennis McDonough; Paul J. Gitnik,
Esq., Township Solicitor; and Gary Wargo, Code Enforcement
Officer.

Purpose of Hearing The purpose of the Public Hearing is to take oral or written
testimony on the condition of the following property to determine
if the property should be declared a Public Nuisance by the Board
of Supervisors, and subject to the appropriate abatement
procedures and/or fines and penalties as outlined in the Code of the
Township of South Park.
Owner(s):
Kevin Jordan

Testimony

Location:
2524 Grove Road
South Park, PA 15129
Lot/Block No. 886-K-145

Mr. Wargo - Mr. Wargo stated that on 5/11/2016, a Notice of
Enforcement was sent to the property owner, and on 5/27/2016 a
Certified Notice of Enforcement was sent to the property owner for
nuisance, debris, and high grass. The certified mail was returned
"unable to forward." In July, 2016, the Code Enforcement Office
received an anonymous letter post marked from Johnstown, PA,
with a written response on the 5/11/2016 Notice of Enforcement
stating that the property had been lost in foreclosure over seven
years ago. According to the Township's records, the property still
belongs to Kevin Jordan. On 1/11/2017, Allegheny County
records still indicated that Kevin Jordan was the owner, and
pictures were taken of the property. The County tax has not been
paid since 2013, and the Township tax has not been paid since
2005. There are no water or sewage records. During a 1/11/2017
inspection, Mr. Wargo observed that the house was vacant, and the
front and rear doors were boarded up and re-secured by Public
Works. On 1/12/2017, Certified and First Class Notices of
Enforcement were sent to the property owner for Nuisance
Property violations, which included a dilapidated vacant structure,
broken windows, the back of the house is falling off, various
debris, and no gas or electric. The Certified Mail was returned
"unclaimed." On 3/13/2017, the Board of Supervisors scheduled
the Public Hearing to be held this evening. On 3/17/2017, a Legal
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Notice, was sent to the Post-Gazette and was published in the
Local Xtra South Edition on 3/31/2017. On 3/22/2017, Certified
and First Class letters were sent to the property owners informing
them of the public hearing. Neither letter was returned. On
3/31/2017, letters were sent to 14 property owners within a 200
foot radius of the property, notifying them of the public hearing.
On 4/3/2017, the property and the Administration Building Lobby
were posted, giving notification of the Public Hearing. On
4/5/2017, six additional pictures were taken, verifying that
aluminum siding was being removed from the property, the rear
porch is falling off, and the rear door is open to the public.
George Atkins, 2916 Overhill Street - Mr. Atkins commented
that as a community, someone should step up to help communities
from falling apart. He explained that most of the homes in the
neighborhood were inherited from parents who were coalminers.
He asked if there was any funding to be obtained from the State to
help in revitalizing the community. He stated that they just
recently renovated 2917 Overhill Street, which took approximately
three years. Mr. Atkins added that if every six months a home is
demolished, you eventually lose a community. Mr. Buchewicz
suggested that Mr. Atkins contact Senator Kortz or Senator
Saccone. He explained that there is a program called Working
Together Pittsburgh for lower income citizens, who help with
home repairs, and Mrs. Fosbaugh can provide information on the
Vacant Property Recovery Program. Mrs. Fosbaugh commented
that South Park Township takes the former coalmining
neighborhoods very seriously because they are part of the history
of South Park. She explained that the buildings being demolished
are unsalvageable and a threat to the health, welfare, and safety of
the people. The homes that are kept in good condition are not
being considered for demolition. Mrs. Fosbaugh gave an example
of a duplex that was demolished last year which had been vacant
and in poor condition for many years. She had received calls from
residents in the neighborhood complaining about the property and
asking when the Township would demolish the home. Mr.
Buchewicz provided Mr. Atkins with contact information relative
to the Working Together Pittsburgh program. Mr. Sackinsky
commented that perhaps someone in South Park could take the
lead and initiate a program such as St. Joan of Arc's Youth
Program which helps rebuild homes in Kentucky. Mr. Buchewicz
suggested that perhaps the Eagle Scouts would get involved.
Mrs. Fosbaugh - Mrs. Fosbaugh stated that she conducted
inspections on 12/7/2016, 2/15/2017, 4/3/2017. She observed the
following conditions: the siding is being removed by unknown
parties and the Insulbrick is being exposed; the gas meter is
missing; the windows and doors are boarded up; the gutters and
downspouts are nonexistent; the rear portion of the home is
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collapsing; a number of windows are broken and the back door is
open and unsecured; and the home is in overall poor condition.
Chief McDonough - Chief McDonough stated that he inspected
the property on 3/24/2017, 4/5/2017, and 4/10/2017. He concurs
with the findings of the Code Enforcement Officer and Township
Manager. He added that the building is uninhabitable.
Mr. Snee - Mr. Snee stated that he inspected the property on
3/30/2017, 4/5/2017, and 4/10/2017. He observed that the front
windows and entry doors are boarded up, the siding along both
sides is falling off, the roof needs replaced, the front porch and
overhang roof is falling apart and needs replaced, the rear door is
wide open, and the back of the building is falling off.
Mr. Sackinsky - Mr. Sackinsky stated that he concurs with the
Code Enforcement Officer, Township Manager, Chief of Police,
and Mr. Snee. The property is in overall poor condition and is a
safety hazard for the community.
Mr. Buchewicz - Mr. Buchewicz stated that he viewed the
property and agrees that the property is in poor condition. He
asked if the owner, Kevin Jordan, is still in the area. Mr. Atkins
responded that Mr. Jordan is living out of state, and has inherited
the property.
Mr. Gitnik - Mr. Gitnik asked if Mr. Atkins knows where Kevin
Jordan is currently residing, and Mr. Atkins replied that he can find
the information. Mr. Gitnik asked that he provide Mr. Wargo with
the information.
Close Public
Hearing

Motion by Mr. Sackinsky and seconded by Mr. Snee to close the
public hearing. All members voted aye. Motion carried.

Adjournment

Motion by Mr. Sackinsky and seconded by Mr. Snee to adjourn the
public hearing. All members voted aye. Motion carried.
Time: 6:47 p.m.

